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Mm o£ colic so that he could proceed with the cere-
monies, I was honored by being made a member of
the tribe with the rank of medicine-chief.
The ceremonial took place upon a flat-topped
mountain at an elevation of over five thousand feet
above the sea in the very heart of the G-uaymi coun-
try. Here an immense ceremonial house or temple
had been erected and from far and near the Indians
had been summoned by means of message strings
(see Chapter XIV) sent out by couriers from the
various chiefs. I had become friendly with one of
the ranking chiefs, Neonandi, and had been living
in his house for some time. In his company and with
him to vouch for me, I was to be permitted to witness
some portions of the ceremony. Over three thousand
Indians, men? women and children, gathered at the
meeting-place, and as it was rumored that Montezu-
ma was to appear in person,, excitement ran high, but
as hour after hour passed without a sign of his ap-
proach it began to look as if the Guaymi king had
changed his mind. Then, from far off came the faint
sound of a cow-horn trumpet, and with shouts of
"Montezuma; Montezuma!" the Indians commenced
beating drums and blowing horns and whistles* I
had expected to see a wizened, wrinkled old chief,
but to my amazement he was a young man, well built
and very light-skinned, with regular features, a
dignified expression, broad forehead and intelligent
face. His costume differed in no way from that of
his subjects, but his crown of quetzal tail plumes set
off by a band of golden and scarlet macaw feathers
was a truly regal affair. With the arrival of Monte-
zuma preparations were made to commence the cere-

